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Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back! The summer term is always one of my favourite times of year and with the warm
sunshine recently we have enjoyed our fantastic grounds and being outside as much as possible.
We hope you have enjoyed exploring our new website. Did you find all the hidden eggs? Do encourage
your child to look for them and let their teacher know the hidden message. Some aspects of the site are
still in development but we are pleased with its new look. Feedback, as always, is welcome.
You will have seen from the Curriculum plans sent home to you last week that teachers have planned
some exciting learning opportunities for your children based on the topic of Force of Nature. We are
very much looking forward to working with visual artist Darrell Wakelam, on two permanent works of art
for the school and for the children to explore all The Arts (Music, Drama, Dance ) during our Arts Week
in May. We are currently working towards our Artsmark Award which celebrates and values the arts
subjects and will enable us to promote achievement and recognise the many talents of our pupils here
at Churchstanton. Do let me know if your child has certificates or achievements to share in our celebration assemblies every Monday. We have been able to all be together outside for these and we have really felt like a school family again.
Later this term, Mrs Adams will be working with teachers to plan an exciting Health Week where children will learn more about how to stay fit and healthy and even learn some basic first aid. A focus on
well-being will also allow the children to develop ways to promote a positive mental health through meditation and relaxation.
As Covid restrictions begin to relax, we are hoping to have our traditional events like Sports day, the
Garden Party and Badger Class Play as well as the PTA Summer fete which really does help us all feel
like we are getting back to normal. Following Local Authority advice we are still working with COVID
health & safety protocols in school but we are now able to have volunteers and some clubs again. Do let
Ms Coles know if you feel you would like to volunteer in school during the summer term.
As we start the new term, we wish Mrs Hopkins a restful and happy Maternity Leave before the arrival of
her second child in June. Mrs Tildesley will be stepping in to teach Badger Class for the summer term
and for most of the following year. We are really pleased that Mrs Tildesley has agreed to do this as this
provides continuity for the children and the school.

We have had two new pupils starting with us this week in Year 3 and Year 5 so we would like to say
welcome to Lyla & Lennon! I know you will both be made to feel very welcome as you continue your
learning journey with us here at Churchstanton.
Enjoy the Bank Holiday weekend everyone. Kind Regards, Mrs C Halstead
Safeguarding: We take child protection extremely seriously at our school and this is especially
important during any school closure. If you have any concerns you can ring Children Social Care
on: 0300 123 2224 or email childrens@somerset.gov.uk

Celebration Catch-up
Headteacher Certificates
I am really pleased to present certificates to the following pupils for engaging
so well in their learning over the past two weeks. Keep it up everyone!
Hedgehog Class
Emily Gould for fantastic maths work.
Squirrel Class
Freddy James for brilliant focus in his art sketching a
Koi fish.
Badger Class
Scarlet for producing some lovely work using metaphors in her writing.
Attendance
This fortnight, the Golden Gnome for attendance is awarded to

SQUIRREL CLASS! Well done! Good attendance is directly
linked to good progress. Keep up the good work!

House Points (so far this year…)
Fantastic effort! Keep working hard for your team!

Blackdowns

1766

Brendons

1962

Mendips

1747

Quantocks

1752

Race for Life Champions!

On Saturday 24th April, Scarlet & Jasmine took part in the Race for Life in aid of
Cancer Research UK.
They had to walk, run or jog, 5K from their home. The girls and their mum, Becca,
walked 6.47km in 2hrs 33 minutes! An amazing achievement!
We are very proud of both Scarlet and Jasmine for giving up their time for such a
worthwhile cause. The girls have raised a fantastic £130 so far. I am sure you will
all want to congratulate them on raising such a magnificent sum of money.
If you feel you would like to contribute to this cause, then here is the link for the
girls’ Just Giving page. Any donations would be greatly appreciated.

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/team/team-crazy-4

Notices and reminders:

Lunches
Please ensure that all lunches are booked and paid for (if applicable)
for the weeks commencing Monday 17th May 2021 until at least Friday
25th June 2021 by midnight on Sunday 2nd May 2021. If you are
experiencing any difficulties in doing this, please contact Ms Coles in the office.
Forest School / Outdoor learning
Now that the weather is getting warmer, the children need to bring hats and sunscreen
for outdoor learning. The children need to have arms and legs fully covered (no jeans) to
stop scratches and bites from occurring. They still need to bring waterproof jackets and
trousers in case of showers.
IMPORTANT—TICKS
We have had a case of a tick this week. Please check your child daily as ticks can lead
to Lyme disease. Please see https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/lyme-disease/ for more
information.
Scholastic Books
A Scholastic booklet has been sent home with your child today. If you would like to order
anything from the brochure, please follow the instructions on the form to ensure that the
school receive the commission for your online purchase. We are unable to take orders
sent in to school.
Security Camera
Many thanks to school governor, Marcus James, for fitting our new security camera. It
now records all activity to the front of the school and is able to focus on the staff vehicles
during the school day. This has brought piece of mind to all the staff here and we are
really grateful to Marcus for giving up his time to do this over the Easter holidays.
School Transport

Please find attached a copy of the School Bus leaflet that reiterates the roles and
responsibilities of children/parents and the Driver.
For Sale! Reconditioned laptops!
These Acer laptops are ideal for pupils working online at home, completing homework at Primary or Secondary level. Only

£70!

Ian Difford can be contacted for more details by phone or by email:

imdifford@googlemail.com or 07743 479766

Classroom Catch-up
Hedgehog Class
This week Hedgehog class has enjoyed learning about dinosaurs and fossils. We listened to the
story of Mary Anning and we have made our own fossils from clay. The children have written some
fantastic stories “We’re going on a Dinosaur Hunt “ inspired by the poem “We’re Going on a Bear
Hunt.” In Outdoor Learning we went on our own dinosaur hunt and made different environments
for our dinosaurs including erupting volcanoes, gushing waterfalls, sizzling lava flows and steamy
swamps.

Squirrel Class
This week, Squirrel class have been looking at river formation and the features
of a river. We used our playground to recreate the trail of a river, looking at how
rivers flow, join and ultimately end in the ocean. The children have been working
hard to create their own diagrams to show the different
features of a river.
In English, we are reading ‘The Firework-Maker’s Daughter’ by Philip
Pullman. This story is inspiring our writing, the creation of a newspaper article. We have been looking at quotes and how to create direct
speech using speech marks and other punctuation. The children have
been creating their own sentences and will be using this technique in
their newspaper articles. Keep up the great work Squirrels!

Badger Class
This week in Badger Class, we have been writing our own poetry on the theme
of ‘Faces’. Once complete, these will be entered into the annual Somerset Literacy Network poetry competition. The children have written some amazing
poems so let’s hope the judges agree!
In Science we have been using our knowledge of Gravity and
air resistance to design and test our own parachutes. We will
be combining with Outdoor Learning next week to look at water resistance!
Our new History topic this term is Medicine through time and we have been
learning about the Great Plague this week. Today we played ’Ring-o-ring-oroses’ and learnt all about the story behind the rhyme.

PTA Catch-up:

Spring term Zoom Disco:
Thank you everyone who made it. A great time was had by all and such
fun! Congratulations to dance competition winners: Holly & Daniel for
fabulous dancing with a teddy, Emily & Eva for awesome Crazy dancing,
Daisy & Sylvie for fantastic Strictly style dancing with a parent!
Summer Fete:
Saturday 10th July, 12-4, Churchinford cricket pavilion. Full details coming soon.
Summer Fete meeting:
This year’s summer fete will be just as fantastic as previous years but to be COVID safe will be lower key
with us doing less stalls than previously. We need a team for it to happen however - no team sadly no fun
fete or fundraising!
It would be great to get to know some of the new parents and you can find out what the PTA is all about.
The summer fete is a fun way to get involved, if you’re interested, and in the school PTA community, no
commitment by joining us at meeting on Thursday 6th May at 8pm, via Zoom.
Meeting ID: 775 9468 6463
Passcode: fete
PTA DATES FOR DIARY:
-Spring end of term zoom disco- Thursday 1st April
-Summer fete zoom meeting-tbc
-Summer fete- Saturday 10th July
Contact:
churchstantonschoolpta@hotmail.co.uk
Officers:
Chair: Becca (Royce) Williams,
Vice: Rosie James,
Treasurer: Tamara Paul,
Secretary: Aizel Finch

Easy fund raising: It’s so easy to register and then even easier to earn money for school, no
hard work needed. Some companies give 8% on your purchase as a donation! Get money for
school whilst you make those Christmas purchases and more.
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/churchstantonpta/?utm_campaign=raisemore&utm_content=gs-f1

Elim Internet Safety for Parents.

https://somersetelim.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?
u=2ffddbefda06354a51a264e68&id=d70dfbc555&e=ff5e5d332c
Community Catch Up
Please find this month’s link to CBO news.
https://www.cbonews.org.uk/docstore/172.pdf

Catch-up on Dates for your Diary

Dates for your Diary:
(All subject to change)

June

May

Monday 7th June - INSET day - School closed
to all pupils

Tuesday 4th May 2021 — Return to School
Monday 17th to Friday 21st May 2021—Arts
Week
Monday 17th to 19th May - Artist in Residence Darrell Wakelam.
Friday 28th May - Half Term begins

Monday 14th June - KS2 First Aid Training
Monday 21st June - Friday 25th June - Health
Week
Thursday 24th June - World Harry Potter Night
Friday 25th June - Sports Day TBC

July
Thursday 1st July & Friday 2nd July - Badger
Class Play at the Village Hall
Tuesday 6th & Wednesday 7th July - Y6 Castle
School Transition days
Saturday 10th July - PTA Summer Fete
Monday 12th July - Pupil end of year reports out
to parents
Thursday 15th July - Garden Party
Friday 23rd July - Year 6 Leavers’ event
Friday 23rd July - Summer Term ends.

COVID Procedures
Just a reminder of the procedures for parents if your
child is displaying any of the symptoms associated
with Coronavirus.
What to do if your child develops symptoms of COVID-19
If your child develops symptoms of COVID-19, please DO NOT send your child to
school. Contact the school office and leave a message on 01823 601345 and email
sch.105@educ.somerset.gov.uk to be sure that the message is received. You
should organise for your child to be tested via the NHS online portal or by calling 119.
Symptoms of COVID 19
The most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are recent onset of:
new

continuous cough and/or

high

temperature and/or

a

loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia)

For most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness.
How to stop COVID-19 spreading
There are things you can do to help reduce the risk of you and anyone you live with getting ill with
COVID-19
Do:
wash
use

your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds

hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available

wash

your hands as soon as you get home

cover

your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or
sneeze

put

used tissues in the bin immediately and wash your hands afterwards

Further information is available at https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

Safeguarding:
We take child protection extremely seriously at our school and this is especially important during
any school closure. If you have any concerns you can ring Children Social Care on: 0300 123
2224 or email childrens@somerset.gov.uk

