
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back and a Happy New Year to you all.  

It has been wonderful to see the children return to school and lovely to hear all 
about their Christmas holidays. I know COVID has prevented some families 
from getting together over the festive period but most classes are in full       
attendance and we are continuing with our Amber Alert protocols to minimise 
any spread of the virus. As always, your support with this is much appreciated.  

Term has started well and the children are getting stuck into their new exciting 
topics. You will have received the Half Termly Overview from your child’s class teacher and will have 
noticed, I hope, that in the second half of term we are planning to visit the Bristol Hippodrome to see 
the Lion King! Having taken my own children to see this production in the past, I know Churchstanton 
pupils are in for a real treat! This stunning performance will form the basis of a whole school Arts Pro-
ject for the Spring Term culminating in an exhibition of learning and a performance by all the children 
led by Mrs Berry. We are hopeful that by the end of March we will be able to invite you back into 
school to enjoy this in person. We know you have missed coming in to school and we have missed 
you too. Parents play an important part in their child’s education and I understand your frustrations at 
not being able to visit your child’s classroom. Fingers crossed that we will soon be at the end of this 
pandemic and when the guidance and advice allows, we will be able to welcome you back. It is some-
thing to look forward to and aim for as we start the New Year.  

My letter at the start of term outlined the new guidance for people isolating. I have updated the page at 
the end of this newsletter with the new guidance for your information and this will be there every     
fortnight for reference. Please do contact the school immediately should anyone in your household 
have COVID symptoms so we can discuss the next steps to take. Please do also respond to the     
survey regarding borrowing a device in the event of a school closure or COVID isolation. The deadline 
for this is on Monday and can be found here https://forms.office.com/r/Q2xUKqcHhB  

I hope that as 2022 develops, we will see the easing of restrictions on us all and find a way to return to 
normal as soon as is possible. We can but hope! 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Kind Regards,  

Mrs. C. Halstead 
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Safeguarding: We take child protection extremely seriously at our school and this is  

especially important during any school closure.  If you have any concerns you can ring       

Children Social Care on: 0300 123 2224 or email childrens@somerset.gov.uk  
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                          Notices and reminders: 

Hot School Lunches — reminder! 

 

Lunch bookings: Please ensure that lunches are booked and 
paid for, if applicable, for at least the week commencing 14th 
February, and by no later than Sunday 16thy January. If 
you are experiencing any difficulties, please contact the school 
office.  

 

 

 

After School clubs 

Gymnastics:  3:15 to 4:15 pm  

Monday 10th January  to Monday 14th February  

Netball : 3:15 to 4:15 pm  

Tuesday 11th January to Tuesday 15th February  

Choir: 3:15 to 4:15 pm 
Thursday 6th January to Thursday  

 

Football  

We are really pleased to announce that football club will start on Friday 14th January 
3:15 to 4:20pm and is available to book via ParentPay. Please be advised, any 
pupil attending football club must have football boots and shin pads to play.  

 

 

Winter weather procedures - timely reminder for all parents/carers!  

As winter approaches, I would like to remind you of our procedures for any Snow closures. We will make 
the decision to close the school due to bad weather, snow or ice before 7.30am on the day.  

This decision will be communicated to you in the following ways: 

 Via email to all parents  - be sure to check your emails on the day.  

 Via the School closure notification website https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/
school-closures/ 

 Via our School Facebook account 

Should it be necessary to close the school for a day or two, these will be treated as 
“snow days”. If the closure is longer, then we will revert to remote learning via Google 
Classroom to ensure your children’s education is not disrupted any further.  

 

May I also ask Parents/Carers to fully equip your children for the winter months ahead. 
Pupils should be arriving to school with as much warm clothing as possible - such as 
scarfs, hats, coats and gloves.  

Windows and doors within the classrooms are kept open throughout the day to help prevent Covid cases 
rising. Therefore, winter clothing is essential to   

help keep your children warm during lesson times and on their breaks.   

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/school-closures/
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Happy new year to everyone and welcome back! 

 

2022 has some wonderful enrichment planned for the children, some great events and yes the all        

important fundraisers! Please help where you can or things might not happen! 

 

Hopefully this year will see: residential trips, school trips, educational visitors and sports like swimming 

amongst other exciting things happening. For some these require a parent money contribution. I just 

wanted to take this opportunity to highlight that if ever you feel the need of financial help to ensure your 

child does not miss out on these activities, then please don’t hesitate to approach school as the PTA is 

here to help & an anonymous request will be made for funds.  

The PTA is here for everyone.  

Here’s is to a fantastic year ahead! 

Becca Williams  

(PTA Chair) 

 

 

Easy fund raising: It’s so easy to register and then even easier to earn money for school, no 

hard work needed. Some companies give 8% on your purchase as a donation! Get money for 

school whilst you make those essential purchases and more. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/churchstantonpta/?utm_campaign=raise-

more&utm_content=gs-f1   

PTA Catch-up 
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Just before Christmas, a pupil from Badger Class who transitioned to Secondary School 
last year, contacted us to let us know how she was doing at her new School. Jessica (in Y7 
at Uffculme) described how well she had settled in and her parents gave us permission to 
share her story to inspire our Badger Class as they prepare for moving on in the summer 
term.  

“I have settled in really well at Uffculme. I’m loving the practical experiments in science and 
I have joined rocket club at lunchtime! I have taken up every single sporting opportunity 
that's been offered to me and I am really pleased that I’ve been picked for the school     
netball, hockey and basketball teams. I have played in lots of inter school matches  - see   
photo of me below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My biggest achievement had been in cross country - I came 2nd out of Uffculme year 7 
girls in a school competition and also took part in the Devon School Championships, quali-
fying through 3 tough rounds to represent East Devon in the semi finals. So with all that, 3-
4 hrs of homework every week, taking part in the year 7 reading challenge and climbing 
club I have been non stop and feeling very tired! Year 6, don't worry about moving up to 
Secondary, or getting lost, you'll soon find your way around, as I did. You will find so many 
exciting opportunities for whatever you are interested in."  

Jess Y7 at Uffculme.  

Where are they now? - Past Pupil Catch-up 



Diary Catch-up 

Dates for your Diary: (Subject to change) 

 

 

January 2022 

3rd - Bank Holiday -  school closed 

4th - Return to school  - Spring Term begins 

6th - Parent governor Interviews 

26th - Safer Internet Workshop for Parents - in-

formation to follow.  

 

February 2022 

8th - Safer Internet Day 

18th - half term begins 

28th -  NSET school closed to pupils 

 

March 2022 

1st  -  Return to school  

3rd  - World Book Day 

9th  -  Bristol Hippodrome Lion King visit  

 

April 2022 

7th  - End of term exhibition for parents 

8th  - End of term 

25th  - Return to school  - Summer Term begins 

 

 

 

May 2022 

2nd - Bank Holiday 

9th –12th - Year 6 SATs week  -  Y6 parents, 

please avoid booking any trips or holidays 

during this week.  

19th-20th - Squirrel Residential to Wildside 

27th-5th June - Half Term 

 

JUNE 2022 

6th June - School closed for Queens’ Platinum 

Jubilee Bank Holiday 

7th June  - Return to School 

 

JULY 2022 

22nd - End of term - summer holiday begins.  

 



COVID update 

Just a reminder of the procedures for parents if your child 

is displaying any of the symptoms associated with       

Coronavirus. Updated January 2022. 

What to do if your child develops symptoms of COVID-19  

If your child develops symptoms of COVID-19, please DO NOT 

send your child to school. Contact the school office and leave a message on 01823 

601345 and email sch.105@educ.somerset.gov.uk and your child’s class account to 

be sure that the message is received.  You should organise for your child to take a PCR 

test via the NHS online portal or by calling 119. Members of the household do not need to  

isolate unless they themselves have symptoms.  

Information on the changes to the self-isolation period for individuals who test pos-

itive for COVID-19.  

Since Wednesday 22 December, the 10 day self-isolation period for people who record a 

positive PCR test result for COVID-19 has been reduced to 7 days in most circumstanc-

es, unless you cannot test for any reason. 

Individuals may now take LFD tests on day 6 and day 7 of their self-isolation period. 

Those who receive two negative test results are no longer required to complete 10 full 

days of self-isolation. The first test must be taken no earlier than day 6 of the self-isolation 

period and tests must be taken 24 hours apart. 

This also applies to children under 5, with LFD testing at parental or guardian discretion. 

If both these test results are negative, and you do not have a high temperature, you may 

end your self-isolation after the second negative test result and return to your education 

setting from day 8. 

Daily testing for close contacts of COVID-19 

People who are fully vaccinated, or children and young people aged between 5 and 18 

years and 6 months, identified as a close contact of someone with COVID-19, should 

take an LFD test every day for seven days and continue to attend their setting as normal, 

unless they have a positive test result or develop symptoms at any time. 

Children under 5 are not being advised to take part in daily testing of close contacts. If a 

child under 5 is a contact of a confirmed case, they are not required to self-isolate and 

should not start daily testing. If they live in the same household as someone with COVID-

19 they should limit their contact with anyone who is at higher risk of severe illness if in-

fected with COVID-19, and arrange to take a PCR test as soon as possible. They can 

continue to attend an education or childcare setting while waiting for the PCR result. If the 

test is positive, they should follow the stay at home: guidance for households with possi-

ble or confirmed COVID-19 infection. 



 

COVID update 

Just a reminder of the procedures for parents if your 

child is displaying any of the symptoms associated 

with Coronavirus. Updated January 2022. 

 

 

Please do contact the school immediately should anyone in your household test positive for COVID, 

as the Government Guidance is just that – Guidance – and we will want to discuss the best way for-

ward with you personally.  

 

Further information and guidance can be found here.  https://bit.ly/3EKt9GH  

 

Symptoms of COVID 19  

The most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are recent onset of: 

new continuous cough and/or 

high temperature and/or 

a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 

For most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness. 

 

How to stop COVID-19 spreading  

There are things you can do to help reduce the risk of you and anyone you live with getting ill with 

COVID-19 

Do: 

wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds 

use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available 

wash your hands as soon as you get home 

cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or 

sneeze 

put used tissues in the bin immediately and wash your hands afterwards 

 

Further information is available at https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 
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