
Dear Parents and Carers, 

It is so good to be able to start a newsletter with exciting news! Mrs Adams, in her 
role as Forest School and Outdoor Learning Lead, has worked with the children 
across the school to achieve the Platinum Green Tree Award from the Woodland 
Trust. Quite an apt award too, considering the Platinum jubilee has just taken 
place! The award is given in recognition of outstanding work in leading learning 
and inspiring pupils about trees, woods and wildlife. I am sure you will join us in 
thanking Mrs Adams for all her hard work and dedication. Look out for a press 
release very soon once we receive our plaque.  

Our very own Platinum Jubilee week was a great success and we were so pleased to be able to pre-
sent every child with their own commemorative coin to mark this auspicious occasion. The coins were 
provided by the Parish Council and Councillor Ian Firth with pupil, Theo Foxwell, (who represents the 
4th generation of his family to attend Churchstanton Primary School) presented each child with theirs 
during the afternoon. All parents contributed to a magnificent jubilee tea party on the Thursday and the 
week was rounded off with a Kings & Queens Disco organised by the PTA. The photos of the day are 
just lovely and a super reminder of such a momentous occasion.  

We are looking forward to our annual Garden Party afternoon where the classrooms will be open for 
you to see your child’s work and  you will have the opportunity to see our school musicians, choir and 
each class share their musical talents. Strawberries and cream will be served to all attendees and it is 
usually a lovely afternoon of celebration. This will take place on Thursday 30th June from 1.30-3pm. 
An invitation from the children will go out soon - please save the date!  

Mr Gant & Mrs Adams have been adding new seating to the forest area by repurposing our felled trees 
as stepping stones and stools. There are now lots of shady areas for the children to sit and play during 
the last few weeks of term and some logs, large and small, for the pupils to work on in Forest School.  

Mrs Adams organised a visit from the RNLI this week to hold a special assembly about keeping safe 
on the beach during the summer. Do ask your children what they can remember about the assembly 
and what to do if they get into difficulties in the water. Several children had the opportunity to dress up 
as life guards or RNLI Life Boatmen. The children all listened beautifully and our visitors remarked on 

how well they behaved.  

Do stay safe if you visit 
the beach this weekend.  

Have a lovely time   
whatever you are doing.  

Kind Regards, 

Mrs C Halstead 
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                         Notices and reminders: 

Hot School Lunches  

Lunch bookings: Please ensure that lunches are booked and paid 
for, if applicable, for up to and including at least the 27th June and 
by no later than Sunday 19th June 

If you are experiencing any difficulties, please contact the School 
office who will be able to help you.  

Advance warning of ETC closure 

As is usual here at Churchstanton, ETC will be closed on the very last day of term - Friday 
22nd July. This is to allow staff to deep clean the classroom and prepare for next year. 
Please ensure you make alternative childcare arrangements for this day in advance. Break-
fast club will still run as usual. Thank you.  

 

Piano Lessons With Genevieve Frost  

Our Piano teacher Genevieve now has one 20 minute weekly slot available from September for piano les-
sons. She is looking for students over the age of 7 with a passion for learning and supportive, committed 
parents who have an instrument at home to practise on. For younger children, 
she is beginning to offer general musicianship classes with a piano focus to 
prepare the foundations for learning the piano. This slot could be used for a 
small group session for 2-3 children of a similar age. If interested, please do get 
in touch directly. If oversubscribed, she will start a waiting list on a first come 
first serve basis. genevievelfrost@nimblefingersmusic.co.uk 
www.nimblefingersmusic.co.uk  

ETC - Request for donations of magazines 

 

Do you have used children’s magazines to donate for use in ETC? Any genre for any age 
would be gratefully received - from National Geographic to Thomas the Tank! Please 
take directly to ETC at the start or end of the day if you have any to donate.  Thank you! 

  

Healthy Breaktime snacks 

We have noticed some pupils are choosing to snack from lunchboxes at playtimes including 
crisps and chocolate bars. This means they do not always have enough food at lunchtime. 
At Churchstanton we encourage all children to make healthy choices by choosing fresh fruit, 
dried fruit, chopped vegetables or cheese cubes to have for morning snack. Not only is this 
a better choice for pupil’s health, it also cuts down on plastic packaging & waste. Your sup-
port with this is really appreciated. Thank you.  

Coats & jumpers 

Some children are choosing to wear coats and jumpers during the hot weather and of course end up taking 
these off. Please ensure all school uniform is clearly named or better still, leave outer wear at home during 
the hot weather. Thank you.  

Job Opportunity - TA in KS2 

We are seeking a temporary part-time Teaching Assistant to support a child in our 
KS2 classes. Could you be the person we are looking for? If you are interested, call in 
at the office for more details. Job details and an application form can be found here: 
https://dasjobs.co.uk/job/11-sen-teaching-assistant-16/  
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Squirrel Class 

Squirrel class have been working hard over the past few weeks on their under-
standing of time in Maths. We have been looking at analogue and digital 
clocks, and recognising how to read both as well as the 12 and 24 hour clock. 
We are making good progress through this topic.  

The class have also been creating their Jubilee carriages. They are still in the 
construction stages to ensure that their egg will be secure inside when it is 
rolled down our playground hill in a few weeks’ time.  

I would also like to mention the Year 4s who have 
completed their Multiplication Times Tables Check this 
week. I know some of you were nervous about it. Well 
done! 

 

Badger Class 

Badger Class enjoyed their Jubilee week very much and did their very own mini performance of the 

Coronation for the rest of the school to enjoy!  

The children have now all been allocated their parts for the end of term play and rehearsals and 

line-learning are in full swing.  We are looking forward to inviting you all along on 14th July to see 

‘The Amazing Adventures of Superstan’! 

This week, the class were lucky enough to go to a sports festival at Castle 

School, where they played a variety of games including Frisbee, Danish 

longball and endless rounders! 

 

Classroom Catch-up 

Hedgehog Class 

Hedgehogs have had a brilliant Jubilee week. We have learned so much about the Queen and her 

royal duties. We learned about the crown jewels and then we made crowns to wear at our Jubilee 

lunch. 

We looked at the Queen’s famous profile on stamps and coins and then we decorated our own pro-

files of the queen using the technique of decoupage. 

We learned how the Union Jack flag is a combination of the 4 countries in the UK then we made 

our own flags in the forest using natural materials. 



Headteacher Certificates 

House Points (so far this School year)…. 

Fantastic effort! Keep working hard for your team! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebration Catch-up 

Blackdowns 2,199 

Brendons 2,158 

Mendips 2,265 

Quantocks 2,269 

Hedgehog Class 

Henry for super segmenting to spell using his phonics - well done!  

 

Squirrel Class 

Faye for being a super collaborator in Design Technology - great work Faye!  

 

Badger Class 

Lennon for being a mega-motivator by supporting others and being a good friend to new 

pupils to the school.  

Attendance  

This week, the Golden Gnome is awarded to ... 

Hedgehog Class! 

Well done! Good attendance is directly linked to good         

progress. Keep it up!  



Churchstanton Primary School needs you! 
Please do come along and volunteer. It’s a great way to make friends, 
help improve our school and make a difference to all the pupils who   
attend here. Please contact us via Facebook page, on messenger or via 
email: churchstantonschoolpta@hotmail.com 
 
 
Summer term PTA meeting: 
Tuesday 27th June 7:00pm at The York Inn, come to see what it’s all about. 
 
Summer Fete info:  
 
Friday 17th June - 7:30pm  
Fete meeting at The York inn. Please come along to help with the final arrangements  
 
Friday 1st July   

Non school uniform in exchange for your tombola donations. Thankyou    
 
Friday 1st July  from 1pm  
Volunteers would be much appreciated to help with moving equipment from the school to the cricket field and to put up 
gazebos etc (weather permitting!)  
 
Saturday 2nd July from 10am  
 We would be very grateful for Volunteers to set everything up, and again at the end of the day to pack away.  
 
Cake donations on the day would also be fabulous. 
 
We also have the welcome return of the Churchstanton stocks!! If you fancy a stint in there to raise some funds with lots of 
wet sponge fun, please let us know!! 
 
If you can help on a stall on the day please let Rosie James know asap or email: Churchstantonschoolpta@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PTA Catch-up 



Elim - Item for Parents 

Parental controls on streaming services 
Watching TV shows and films on services such as Netflix, Amazon Prime Video and  Disney+ is sure to be 
part of many families' routine this summer. So how can we ensure our children are not able to freely watch 
content created for older audiences?  

Parental controls are available on each streaming or Video on Demand (VoD) service but they are not au-
tomatically activated when signing in.  
 
Parentzone have published these simple guidelines for  parental controls available on some of the UK’s 
most popular streaming services. Click here for more information.  

https://www.parents.parentzone.org.uk/morearticles/safer-streaming-settings-for-families  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What else can parents do? 

Even once settings and parental controls are in place, children will likely be exposed to the latest trending 
shows through other means, such as watching their favourite YouTube streamers and on popular gaming 
platforms like Roblox or Fortnite, who adapt their content to match the shows that are popular – or simply 

chatting to their friends.  

While you can be confident that they are not watching age-restricted series or movies at home, they could 
still be exposed to such content in other ways. 

For example, when playing one of the Squid Game-inspired ‘Red Light, Green Light’ games on Roblox, the 
player's avatar is destroyed but is immediately regenerated when it loses. There is no shooting, blood or 

gratuitous violence.  

While this by no means makes parental controls obsolete, it’s even more important to be aware that there 
are numerous ways for children to access certain content. 

Continue to talk to them regularly about what they are playing or watching. If they reference something sur-
prising, or that you know they’re unlikely to have watched at home, ask how they know about these latest 

trends.  

By continuing to talk and have open conversations about what your children are watching and playing 
online, you are providing them with the confidence to come to you if they come across anything upsetting 

or disturbing  – even if they know they perhaps should not have been watching it. 

E-Safety Catch-Up 

Safeguarding: We take child protection extremely seriously at our school and this is especially    

important during any school closure.  If you have any concerns you can ring Children Social Care 

on:  0300 123 2224 or email childrens@somerset.gov.uk  

https://www.parents.parentzone.org.uk/morearticles/safer-streaming-settings-for-families
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Diary Catch-up 

 

Dates for your Diary: (Subject to change) 

 

JUNE 2022 

22nd - Stay & Play for new Reception pupils 

30th - The Garden Party and open classrooms 

           from 1.30pm 

 

JULY 2022 

1st  - Non-uniform Day  - tombola fete donations 

         from all pupils 

2nd July - PTA Fete - 12-4pm 

5th - Tea & Chat for Parents & Carers 8.45am 

8th - Sports day 

11th - Reserve Sports Day 

13th - Annual Pupil Reports to parents 

14th - Badger Class play 6:30pm 

21st  - Leavers Service. Mrs Halstead’s last day.  

22nd - End of term - summer holiday begins.  

 

 

 

INSET dates for 2022-23 

1st & 2nd September 2022 

20th Feb 2023 

26th May 2023 

21st July 2023 

 

SEPTEMBER 2022 

1st & 2nd September 2022  - INSET - School  

closed.  

5th - Term Starts  

12th - Badger Class start their Swimming Les-

sons  

 

OCTOBER 2022 

21st  - 31st October  -  Half term  

 

 

NOVEMBER 2022 

21st  - Tempest photography, individual photos  

16th December - End of term  



COVID update 

Changes to measures and guidance for managing COVID-19 in education and child-

care settings from Friday 1 April 

 

On Tuesday 29 March, the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, Sajid Javid, set out the next 

steps for living with COVID-19 in England from Friday 1 April. 

Free COVID-19 tests will continue to be available for specific groups, including eligible patients and NHS 

staff, once the universal testing offer ends on Friday 1 April. 

Updated guidance will advise: 

Adults with the symptoms of a respiratory infection, and who have a high temperature or feel unwell, 

should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people until they feel well enough to resume nor-

mal activities and they no longer have a high temperature.  

Children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should stay at home and avoid 

contact with other people. They can go back to school, college or childcare when they no longer have a 

high temperature, and they are well enough to attend.  

Adults with a positive COVID-19 test result should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people 

for 5 days, which is when they are most infectious. For children and young people aged 18 and under, 

the advice will be 3 days.  

The population now has much stronger protection against COVID-19 than at any other point in the pan-

demic. This means we can begin to manage the virus like other respiratory infections, thanks to the suc-

cess of the vaccination programme and access to antivirals, alongside natural immunity and increased 

scientific and public understanding about how to manage risk. 

 

For education and childcare settings from Friday 1 April: 

Regular asymptomatic testing is no longer recommended in any education or childcare setting, including 

in SEND, alternative provision and children’s social care settings. Therefore, settings will no longer be 

able to order test kits. 

Residential SEND settings may be advised by their local health protection team to re-introduce some 

time-limited asymptomatic testing. This would be an exceptional measure, for targeted groups of staff and 

pupils or students (secondary age or above) in the event of a possible COVID-19 outbreak. These set-

tings are scheduled to receive an automatic delivery of contingency supply test kits during the week com-

mencing Monday 28 March. 

The UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) will publish new guidance. Most of the specific COVID-19 guid-

ance for education and childcare settings will be withdrawn from GOV.UK on Friday 1 April. The opera-

tional guidance on the testing in education settings document sharing platform will also be removed on 

the same day. 

 

Further information can be found here:  https://bit.ly/35DcHNb  

 

https://bit.ly/35DcHNb

